
                          From Your President 

Christ Child Society of Northern Michigan 
Where Love Leads to Action 

Late Summer, 2017 

  

  

  

Upcoming 

Events 

Board Meetings: 

Sept. 5, Oct. 2,   

Nov. 6, Dec. 4.  All 

board meetings begin 

at 10:00  

at the CC House 

 

August 28  

Shower of Love     

Assembly 

 

September 7  

Fall Luncheon 

Invitation will be 

mailed 

 

September 29-30 

National Christ 

Child Conference, 

Bethesda, Maryland 

 

October 27 & 28  

Layette Assembly 

 

October 28 National 

Make a Difference 

Day 

December 7         
Holiday Luncheon 

 Dear Fellow Christ Child  

Society Members, 

 

As summer starts to 

wind down and we  

reflect on our highly 

successful fundraiser, I 

would like to personally 

thank all of the wonderful women who 

worked so hard for months to make our 

fundraiser such a great event.                 

Our efficient co-chairs Kristyn Balog and 

Alyson Halvarson led an amazing          

committee.  Our generous members    

sponsored the event, contributed items for  

auction, purchased tickets for the event, 

and raised their paddles to bid on auction 

items.  Our  community members contrib-

uted goods and services.   

We have so much for which to be grateful.  

 

If you were unable to help this year, please 

start thinking about next year.   It was  

disappointing that so many members did 

not participate this year.  It takes many 

hands to make a great event, and everyone 

in our organization is expected to help in 

some way.  Planning will begin again very 

soon, and we need everyone’s                 

participation. 

Now comes the fun and rewarding time of 

year.  In the next few months, please join 

me as we 

 Shop for a child going back to school, 

and showering them with the love of 

the Christ Child. 

 Make blankets that go in Head Start 

backpacks for pre-school children. 

 Assemble  backpacks for Head Start 

 Assemble a layette for a new mother –  

on National Make a Difference Day. 

 Attend a casual lunch one a month at 

the Christ Child House to mingle and 

get to know your fellow members    

better and to use the beautiful home 

that was given to us. 

 Shop for a child who otherwise might 

not receive Christmas gifts, and take 

that worry off the already-burdened 

parent. 

 Attend an event at Wolverine schools.   

 Attend our fall and winter luncheons. 

 Attend the National Christ Child  

      Society Conference in Bethesda,   

 Maryland. 

 

We all live busy lives, but when we spend 

time giving to those in need, our lives take 

on  meaning and purpose.   We are guided 

by our mission, “Nothing is ever too much 

to do for a child.”  Let’s do it together! 

 

Kim Jones, President 



“Nothing is ever too much to do for a child.”  Mary Virginia Merrick 
National Christ Child Society Founder, 1887 
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Thanks to our generous members, sponsors and everyone 

who volunteered their time and talent, the 2017 fundraiser 

was a huge success, grossing $170,000.  Even after  

expenses, the net amount raised was higher than last 

year.        

  

One change that knocked the revenue out of the park was 

moving two red wagons to the live auction.  One wagon 

alone raised $14,000. The new "super silent auction "  

section alone raised $5,000.  Live auction items donated by 

our members were truly one of a kind.    

 

Superintendent of Wolverine Schools Steve Seelye  

delivered a powerful message about needs Christ Child fills 

in his school district, resulting in a record-breaking  

emotional plea revenue. 

 

Our members’ financial commitment to the children in our  

community gives our Board the ability to fund our projects 

as well as approve the many requests we receive throughout 

the year, and to continue our mission, “Nothing is ever too 

much to do for a child.” 

 

 

Layette Days Coincides with National Make a Difference Day 

Layette Assembly is scheduled for Friday and Saturday, October 27 and 28, at Birchwood Farms Golf & 

Country Club.  The first day is unpacking and organizing the layette contents and the second day is              

assembling the layette bags.  We have 450 layettes to assemble and distribute – lots of work. 

 

This year we are once again planning our Layette Assembly Days to coordinate with the National Make a 

Difference Day.  This year, Make a Difference Day will be Saturday, October 28th.  Originally created in 

1992 by USA Weekend magazine, Make a Difference Day has seen a great deal of support from various   

organizations throughout the years, and most recently has been transferred over to USA Today as its primarily 

sponsor and organizer. USA Today provides a central location for people to gather their information and re-

port what they’re doing locally to “make a difference.”  

 

Christ Child has a dramatic influence on children across the nation and our Chapter is a big piece of that 

work – So, let’s do what we always do – make a difference in a child’s life. 

Please volunteer you valuable time on either or both days.   

And – Yes, there is still a free lunch – hosted by Birchwood. 

Contact Kathy Thompson (landk@charter.net, 231-526-0547) to sign up. 

Garage Sale Update 
A Christ Child garage sale is being planned for June 

of 2018.  Please start collecting salable items as you 

clean out your cupboards, closets, basements and 

garages this fall.  We can store things in the Christ 

Child garage over the winter.  We will send out a 

reminder in the spring so you can clean out 

again!  We request that no clothing be donated    

unless it is unworn with price tags.  Accessories are 

welcome- purses, belts, hats, scarves and  

jewelry.   

Contact Dianne Creamer   

517-282-8601 (diannecreamer@gmail.com)  

Christ Child Prayer 

Remember in this sacrifice of Your own and Only Child, 

all children everywhere throughout the world,                        

and grant that like your Son,                                              

as they increase in years,                                                              

they may grow in grace and wisdom before You,               

and in the sight of all,                                                            

for the improvement and saving of the world.                  

Jesus, the friend of little children, bless the little children 

of the whole world. 

Amen 

Meditations of Mary Virginia Merrick 

(founder of the Christ Child Society) 

mailto:landk@charter.net
tel:%28231%29%20526-0547
mailto:diannecreamer@gmail.com


2017 Fundraiser Highlights 

“Do all things for God and do not look for  appreciation.” Mary Virginia Merrick 
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 Lakes String Quartet musicians  

Cheryl Zetter-

holm,  Prudy 

Kurtz, Nancy 

Koski, Christ 

Child member, 

and Kathleen 

Scafuri enter-

tained through-

out the evening. 

Many Thanks to our  
Sponsors: 

Guardian 

Debi & John Goodman 

Advocate 

KC & Bart Arrigo 
Holly & Steve Brown 
Carole & Bill Cobb 
Connie & David Donovan 
Lee & James Fabiano 
Diane Giffin 
Suzi & Tom Richards 
Robin & David Small 

Ann & Tom Stallkamp 

 

Red Wagon 

Alyson & Dave Halvarson 

Deb & Joe Nachtrab 

Underwriter 

Trudie Costello 

Debbie & Al Dicken 

Tina & Dave Frescoln 

Penni Sawyer & Jon Griffin 

Pam & Robert Harris 

Linda & Bill Henry 

Jean & Brian Hunt 

Ann & Bill McCormick 

Karen & John McFarland 

Kathleen & Robert Muneio 

Kilwin’s of Petoskey 

 

Benefactor 

Marilyn & Bill Crawford 

Nancy & Walter Grote, Jr. 

Frances Shepard 

Katie & John Ogden 

Kathy & Jim Schroeder 

Robert Troth 

 

Patron 

Dale Manor 

Molly & Tom Saeli 

Kathy & Jim Schroeder 

Superintendent of  Wolverine Schools, Steve Seelye, and Christ 

Child President Kim Jones, celebrate a successful fundraiser. 

Moving red wagons to the auction block 

resulted in higher revenue. 



Christ Child Society of 

Northern Michigan 

P.O. Box 132 

Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

 

         
“Nothing is ever too much to do for a child.” Mary Virginia Merrick 

We’re on the web at 

www.christchildsocietynorthernmichigan.com 

Soup or Salad Lunch at the CCS House 

Please join us once a month for a casual lunch at 

the house and get a chance to socialize and get 

to know your fellow members. 

Monday, September 18th at 12:00 

Tuesday, October 10th at 12:00 

Monday, November 13th at !2:00 

 

Backpacks for Head Start 8-23-17 

Over 300 backpacks were filled for 

pre-school kids in Charlevoix 

County, Petoskey, Pellston, and 

Cheboygan. Thanks to the  10   

volunteers that turned out to help 

Kathy Reed with this great project. 


