
From Your President 

Christ Child Society of Northern Michigan 
Summer, 2017 

Where Love Leads to Action 

  

  

  

Upcoming 

Events 

Board Meetings: 

July 10, August 7, 

Sept. 5, Oct. 2,   

Nov. 6, Dec. 4.      

All board meetings  

are at the CC House 

 

Sunday, July 30 

Summer  

Fundraiser,  

Lange Center  

Bay Harbor,       

6:30 p.m. 

 

August  

Shower of Love 

Mon, August 28 

 

Thursday,  

September 7 

Fall Luncheon and 

Spiritual Reflection 

Birchwood Farms 

 

 

               “Cherish” means to protect and care 

for (someone) lovingly; to feel or show great 

love; to hold or treat as dear.  Whom do you 

cherish?  Most of us would agree that there is 

almost nothing we wouldn’t do to protect or 

care for the people and the values we cherish. 

What about the vulnerable children who are not 

protected or cared for?  Parents may love their 

children dearly, but for whatever reason, are 

unable to protect or provide for their children  

as they would like.  

That’s when the Christ Child Society of  

Northern Michigan steps in - because we  

cherish children:  our own children, our  

neighbors’ children, all children of this world, 

in the name of the Christ Child.  That’s why  

we joined the Christ Child Society in the first 

place, and why we are still members today. 

On July 30, we will hold our annual fundraiser 

for needy children in Northern Michigan at the 

Lange Center in Bay Harbor.   But in 2016, less 

than half of our membership purchased a ticket 

for our fundraiser.  Less than half.   

Yes, the ticket is $200.  That’s a lot of money.   

What will that $200 get you?  For starters, you 

will enjoy cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, and a  

delicious dinner in one of the most glorious  

settings in Northern Michigan.  You will hear 

live music performed by the Lakes Strings 

Quartet, including our own Christ Child  

member, Nancy Koski.  You will see old 

friends and new.  If you enjoyed an evening  

out with friends at an elegant restaurant, you 

could come close to paying at least half that.   

What else will your ticket buy?  An opportunity 

to cherish children.  You already know the 

amazing array of projects and programs our  

organization provides for underprivileged  

children in Northern Michigan.  It takes money.   

“I feel uncomfortable driving alone at night.”   

Call Kim Jones, CC President and leave a  

message at the CC House at 231-526-7271 and 

a ride will be provided for you. 

“I don’t have anyone to sit with.”   

Contact CC Data entry expert Diane Giffin at 

231-881-6074 and she will seat you at a table 

with someone you already know. 

“I can’t find my response card.”    

Just call Deb Nachtrab, CC Treasurer, at       

231-439-5596  and you can get your ticket  

over the phone.  

 Or get your ticket online through the website: 

http://tinyurl.com/ccsnm2017event 

“The ticket is too expensive.” 

Remember that all but $90.00 is a tax-

deductible charitable contribution. 

 

“I am unable to attend this year.”  Buy a ticket 

anyway and request that it be used for a guest 

like Father Joe, who delivers our invocation.  

Invite your friends or help sell tickets to people 

you know. 

 

Please protect, care for, and hold dear our  

precious, most cherished natural resource – our 

children.  We are a group of dedicated  

volunteers driven by faith, love, and humility  

to improve the lives of children in need.   

Let’s do this! 

Kim Jones, President 



“Nothing is ever too much to do for a child.”  Mary Virginia Merrick  
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2017 FUNDRAISER COMMITTEE 

 

Alyson Halvarson and Kristyn Balog, Co-chairmen   

Marcy Chermside, Live Auction chairman 

Mary Ann Gardella, Mary Anne Newman,  

Cathie Merritt,  Silent Auction 

Kathy Hagerman, Correspondence 

Linda Burnham, Finance 

Joan McCrone, Caroline Kimble, Decorations 

Deb Nachtrab, Food and Reservations 

Julie Bernstein, Publicity 

Kristyn Balog, Finance, Marketing materials 

Debbie Dicken, Finance data 

Diane Giffin, Technology, Data  

Beth Cooper Volunteer Coordinator 

Nancy Koski and  the Lakes Strings Quartet,  

         Entertainment 

Wade Leist, Auctioneer 

 

Lakes String Quartet to Perform  

Guests are in for a treat as we proudly welcome our own Christ Child  

member Nancy Koski and the Lakes String Quartet, who will play light                               

classical selections throughout the evening.   

 

Quartet members are Cheryl Zetterholm, violin; Prudy Kurtz, violin; Nancy Koski, viola; and 

Kathleen Scafuri, cello.  With a stellar background as professional musicians, the foursome 

have individually played in groups such as the Great Lakes Chamber Orchestra, Traverse 

Symphony Orchestra,  the Birmingham/Bloomfield Orchestra, the Grand Rapids Symphony, 

West Shore Symphony, the Gailliard String Quartet and Trio, the Fox and Fisher Theatres, 

Detroit Chamber Winds, and many more. 

Silent Auction 

If you are able  to  help  get 

donations for the silent       

auction , call one of           

committee chairs.   

Also we are in need of items 

for men.. 



Get Ready for the FUNdraiser! 

“Do all things for God and do not look for  appreciation.” Mary Virginia Merrick 
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Sunday, July 30 at  6:30 P.M. 

The Lange Center,  

Bay Harbor Yacht Club 

Reserve now by returning your 

RSVP card, 

or call Deb Nachtrab 

231-439-5596 

SAVE THE DATE 
Monday, August 28th 

9-11 am 
at the Christ Child House 

Shower of Love 
Please contact  

Hellene Glaser 231-203-8656 or 

hglaser@christchildsocietynorthernmichigan.org 

 with any questions and/or let her know what 

you would like to assist with.  A letter will go 

out in July with detailed needs for “adopting” 

a child. 

Shower of Love benefits                              
85-90 area children in need of back to school    

clothing and various supplies.  For many of the        

children this is the only opportunity to                                           

receive clothing for the school year. 

3 ways to help! 

1) You can “adopt” one or more children. 

2) You can send a donation (write Shower 

of Love in the memo on your check). 

3) You can be a shopper for a child and 

submit your receipts for reimbursement. 

Thank you for your continued support! 



RED WAGON Lobster on the Beach   

Five or six couples will be treated 

to appetizers and a full  Lobster 

Boil Dinner with all the trimmings 

on the beach, prepared by Birch-

wood Farms Golf and Country 

Club Chef John Clements. Enjoy 

live music by Craig Cottrill, and beer, wine and 

bourbon served in specially designed mason jar       

favors.  Begin your evening with luxury transporta-

tion with champagne to and from Cross Village.   

The ladies will each receive a purse with fun surpris-

es, including an Elizabeth Blair pearl brooch 

(jewelry is non-refundable and non-exchangeable).  

Each gentleman will receive a Cuban cigar and a 

lobster beach towel.  It just doesn’t get any better 

than this!  Get your friends together now to plan   

this evening which is sure to be a night to remember! 

 

        Green Egg Beach  

 Front Party 

Never heard of a Green Egg?  

When you win this package, you 

will not only enjoy a delightful 

cookout at a lovely lakefront set-

ting, you’ll go home with the grill!  A Green Egg 

Grill is the latest must-have grill with a permanent 

porcelain glaze in a signature Green Egg color.  But 

it’s more than a grill – it’s an oven and a smoker!  

Package includes dinner and cocktails at Joe and 

Deb Nachtrab’s lakefront home, and of course, a 

brand new Green Egg Grill (non-refundable and   

non-exchangeable).  Package also includes two  

magnificent Sturgeon River Adirondack chairs and   

a Yeti Cooler. Date to be mutually agreed upon.  

 

Grand Hotel,  

Mackinac Island  

Experience 

                                      

 

There is nothing more “Up North” than The Grand  

Hotel on Mackinac Island.   This package includes 

one room for two nights at the historic Grand Hotel.  

Included is dinner on check-in night, and breakfast 

and lunch on day two.  If you have never experi-

enced the luxury  of The Grand Hotel, you are in for 

a real treat.  You will also receive four rounds of     

18-hole golf, a carriage ride tour of the  Island, and 

lunch at Millie’s on Main Street.  And – a framed 

lithograph of Mackinac Island as a memento of your 

stay! 

 

 

Detroit Red Wings 

Package 

  

For the sports fans, what could be 

better than getting your best Red Wing fans together 

and catching a game?  This package include four 

tickets to a Detroit Red Wings game (date TBD) and 

two rooms for one night at the posh Detroit Athletic 

Club.  Dinner and shuttle to and from the game    

included.   

 

 

We are please to offer these Live Auction Packages, 

and this year:  ALL LOCAL—  Pure Michigan! 
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Diamond Pendant 

Bingham Jewelers of  

Naples, Florida has graciously 

donated a Charles Krypell 

brown diamond pave pendant.   

This lovely piece is sterling  

silver and 18 carat yellow gold, with 32 white  

diamonds (0.15 carats) and 24 brown diamonds  

(0.35 carats).  Charles Krypell of New York City  

has created generational jewelry designs for the          

sophisticated collector since 1976.   

Jewelry is non-refundable and non-exchangeable. 

 

Up North on  

Walloon Lake 

Take a peek at life on Walloon 

Lake:  Five lucky couples will 

cruise the West Arm of Walloon 

Lake while enjoying bubbles and bites.  Following 

the cruise, guests will enjoy a catered dinner over-

looking beautiful Walloon Lake on the deck of the 

home of Kathi Glass.  The grand finale will include a 

krupnik (honey liquer) toast before dessert.  Availa-

ble through July 15, 2018.  Dates to be mutually  

determined.   

 

 

Detroit Tigers Package 

If you want Pure Michigan, how 

about four tickets to a Detroit 

Tigers baseball game?  You will  

receive four tickets (date TBD) 

with seats in the Tiger family 

section, and an onfield experience with the players.  

Included is dinner at the Stadium Club and two 

rooms for one night at the prestigious Detroit      

Athletic Club. 

 

 

RED WAGON  

After the Wind 

Mt. Everest  

Experience   

 

Experience the tragedy and survival of local resident 

Lou Kasischke through this unique package.   

The experience includes a private viewing for 12 

people of the movie After the Wind, the true story of 

Kasischkekk’s survival of a 1996 Mount Everest 

tragedy which resulted in the deaths of eight fellow 

climbers.   After this private viewing at the  

Lyric Theatre in Harbor Springs, meet the amazing 

mountain climber and former attorney at his      

Northern Michigan home and experience a cocktail 

buffet with Nepalese appetizers.  Each guest will  

receive Kasischke’s autographed 2014 book and CD  

of “After the Wind.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reserve your  

tickets today! 



June Luncheon 
 

On  a lovely summer day, Christ Child 

members enjoyed the June luncheon at Bay View 

Country Club.  Anne Kroha, Spiritual Coordinator, led 

the Spiritual Reflection Hour prior to the luncheon, 

and said the blessing. 

 

Provisional coordinator Carol Hansen introduced new 

members Barbara Berry and Carol McSherry, who 

received roses.  Past president Kathy Hagerman  

introduced founding members Mary Ann McCullough 

and Bookie Feldman, Julie Galante organized the 

luncheon and provided the lovely floral centerpieces 

which, after the luncheon, were transported to the 

Christ Child House to be planted in the garden.   

 

Brian Seelye, Bay View restaurant manager, arranged 

for four Wolverine High School National Honor  

Society members to assist in the dining room.  Special 

Wolverine guest was Kristin Prokop, Crisis  

Intervention Counselor at Wolverine Schools.   

 

Cathie Merritt, Deb Dicken and Monica Crawford all 

spoke about the fundraiser and the importance of  

attending the fundraiser, donating items for the silent 

auction, bidding on items, and in general, supporting 

our only fundraiser of the year. 

 

Dianne Creamer announced that we will have another 

garage sale this year to provide funds for the ongoing 

maintenance of the Christ Child House.  She also  

expressed appreciation to Pontius Flowers in Harbor 

Springs for donating flowers for the garden at the 

House.  

 

After a delicious lunch of salad, rolls and pudding  

parfait, public health nurse Mary Martinchek, (inset), 

 a public health nurse for 34 years with the       

Multi-County Health Department encompassing 

Emmet, Otsego, Charlevoix and  Antrim Counties, 

explained how our layettes are distributed after 

they are delivered to the Health Department.  The 

public health nurse identifies a family with a    

newborn and arranges a home visit.  The gender –

appropriate bag is taken to the home visit, and each 

item is taken from the bag and shown to the       

parents.   

 

The nurses then teach 

the new moms how to 

use each item in the  

layette.  For example, 

nurses explain how to 

start tooth-brushing, 

how to swaddle a 

newborn in the sleep 

sack, how to bathe a 

newborn, and the importance of reading to a  

baby.  In some cases, the layette contains the only 

new items the mom has for her baby. 

 

The layettes, valued at about $95.00 each, contain 

clothing, burb cloths, toothbrushes, books,  outfits,     

blankets, hand-knit clothing items - everything a 

newborn needs - all packed in a quality diaper bag.  

 In addition to the multi-county Health Department, 

layettes are also distributed in Cheboygan County.   

 

The Layette is the signature Christ Child Society 

project, begun over 130 years ago in Washington 

D.C. by Christ Child founder Mary Virginia  

Merrick, when she knit baby clothes for a needy 

mother.   Last year our chapter organized, stuffed 

and distributed 455 layettes.   
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Bay View Manager Brian Seelye with Wolverine National  

Honor Society students (l to r) Matt Olds, Collin Olds, Kylea 

Shankleton, Dani Whittaker. 

President Kim Jones, left, and Provisional Coordinator Carol 

Hansen, right, welcome new members Barbara Berry (next to 

Kim) and Carol McSherry (in blue). 

Wolverine Project Chairmen Joan Hutto, left, and Janet 

Brautigam, right, welcomed Wolverine Crisis Intervention  

Specialist Kristin Prokop as their guest at the luncheon. 
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Lois Hughes and Mary Ann McCullough  

Bookie Feldmann, Diane Conn, Kathy Hagerman, Mary Ann 

McCullough, Lois Hughes, Robin Groszko and her guest. 



          “Be kinder than necessary, for everyone is fighting some kind of battle”. Unknown 
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September 1, 2016  - June 1, 2017 

Memorials 

In Memory of David Giffin 

Jason  and Suzanne Allen 

Bay Harbor Yacht Club 

Jane L. Beers 

Mike and Kathy Bierlein 

Janet Brautigam 

Nancy Carlson 

Jim and Macy Chionsini 

Nancy E. Churchill 

Beth Cooper 

Monica Crawford 

Peter and Phyllis Demaine 

Deborah L. Dicken 

Laura M. Dinon 

Bruce Edger 

Clayton Edger and Emily Mead 

James B. and Deborah L. Eklund 

Margaret Emley 

Thomas F. English 

Dave and Tina Frescoln 

Thomas and Charlene Gale 

Mary Ann Gardella 

Diane K. Giffin 

Emiley Giffin 

John and Diana Goes 

Debra Goodman 

Nancy Grafka 

Robert and Sharon Grooters 

Kathy Hagerman 

Linda Henry 

Jean M. Hunt 

L. Jane Jacobs 

Audrey Keppler 

Laura Kors 

Harold and Sally A. Lange 

Michelle LeCompte 

Linda K. Linklater 

Janice Mancuso 

Joan McCrone 

John McFarland 

Jim and Nancy McKinstry 

Catherine Merritt 

Michael Musto and Michelle Grimwade 

Deb Nachtrab 

Joan Neubrecht 

Mary Anne Newman 

 

 

 

 

Walter and Linda O’Meara 

Jill Rowley 

Penni Sawyer 

Russell Post Inc. 

Seber Tans PLC 

Barbara Spencer 

Charlene Sproles 

Walter and Patricia Szewczyk 

Kathryn L. Thompson 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Tomski 

Bob and Marianna Transou 

Geoffrey and Marjorie Wardwell 

James and Donna Waterston 

Janna Winn 

John and Zita Winn 

 

In Memory of Kathy Everett, 
sister of Bob Goebel 
 Charlene Sproles 

In Memory of Sherry Keuter 

 Linda Henry 

In Memory of Ester Forbes 

 Linda Henry 

In Memory of Gail Selvala 

 Nancy J. Norris 

In Memory of William J. Hanahan IV 

 Alma Costello 

In Memory of Carrington Beach Day 

 Kimberly Jones 

In Memory of Kathy Kannah 

 Thomas Hannah 

 Richner &Richner, LLC 

 

              Tributes 

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Tom and 
Rhonda Swaning 
 

Leonard and Sally Ann Casillo 

Robert and Pamela Harris  

Charlene Sproles 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
In Honor of the 50th Wedding  
Anniversary of  

Tom and Chucki Gale 

 Suzanne Conover 

In Honor of the 50th Wedding  
Anniversary of  

Christine and Mike Mack 

 Diane K. Giffin 

Tribute to the Giffin Family 

      Diane Giffin 

Tribute to Kathy Hagerman 

 Suzy Conover 

Tribute to Stephanie Brookshire 

 McBride Construction, Inc. 

Tribute to Joe Sproles 

 Jason Allen 

 

 

Opportunities for Gifts 

to Christ Child Society 

Memorial Gifts: Remember loved 

ones with a memorial contribution. 

Tribute Gifts:  Honor the special  

people in your life by marking a    

special occasion such as a birthday, 

anniversary, wedding or notable 

achievement. 

Charitable Bequests:  Give assets 

such as stocks and bonds, cash, or 

property,  to the Christ Child  

Society through provisions in  

your will. 

                       Memorials and Tributes  



A single act of kindness throws out roots in all directions, and the roots spring up and make new trees. ~Amelia Earhart 

 Calling All Members 

Due to the success of last 

year’s garage sale, we are    

hoping  to have one again 

this year in August, date to 

be determined.  Proceeds 

will  be earmarked for      

expenses and maintenance  

of our Christ Child House.  Start thinking 

about quality household items you can  donate, 

and watch for upcoming announcements.  

Please call Dianne Creamer at 517-282-8601 

ASAP so we can see if there is enough interest 

to have it this year.  If not save your items this 

winter and we will do it 

next summer. 

Christ Child member  

Deanna Klosinski has received the 2017 

Lifetime Achievement Award through the  

American Society for Clinical Laboratory  

Science of Michigan.  Deanna has been the  

author of a number of educational laboratory 

books and articles in clinical laboratory science, 

and she has been a course 

developer for Spring Arbor  

University, North  

Central Michigan College, 

Wayne State University 

School of Medicine, and 

the William Beaumont  

Hospital. 

 

BLANKET  

BRIGADE 
A “huge hug” of thanks and appreciation to 

the many members and friends of the Christ 

Child Society who continued to make blan-

kets during the winter and spring.  We met 

our goal of 400+ blankets this past school 

year, and are well on our way to meeting our 

goal for the coming year of 2017-18. 

The children love the “cuddly blankets” and 

we all have a good feeling when making 

them.   

“Nothing is ever too much to do for a child”. 

     Blessings to all of you!                                                             

 Joan Neubrecht 

Spiritual Corner 

Summer and its promise of bounty has finally   

arrived.  As we begin our season of bounty for the 

children of Northern Michigan, let us pause in our 

busy lives to offer a prayer to the Christ Child.  

We thank you dear Christ Child for the blessings 

we have received and implore you to bless our 

endeavors we undertake in your name.  Remem-

bering the words of our founder, Mary Virginia 

Merrick, “Nothing is ever too much to do for a 

child”. 

Blessings upon the Christ Child Society               

of  Northern Michigan . 

Anne Kroha, Spiritual Coorinator  
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Christ Child Society of 

Northern Michigan 

P.O. Box 132 

Harbor Springs, MI 49740 

 

         
“Nothing is ever too much to do for a child.” Mary Virginia Merrick 

We’re on the web at 

www.christchildsocietynorthernmichigan.com 

If you prefer your Christ Child newsletter  

ONLINE ONLY, please email  

jbernsteinchristchildsocietynorthernmichigan  

and write ONLINE ONLY in the subject box.   

Otherwise, we will be happy to continue sending you a printed  

newsletter.    


